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CHANCELLOR'S ADDRESS 
AT THE 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES CEREMONY 
FRIDAY, 30th APRIL, 1948 
Members of the Senate, Ladies and Gentlemen : 
The Queensland University continues to grow and expand. 
For the present year, 4,340 students are on the register, an 
increase of 542 over the previous year. Of this number, 2,151 
are day students, 1,098 evening students, and 1,091 external 
students, the number of ex -service personnel being 1,714. 
It is pleasing to us all that so many of those whose studies 
were interrupted while serving their country have now the 
opportunity of completing their training. 
The Loss of Professors 
In the last few years the University has suffered grievous 
losses through the death of some of its oldest, highly trusted, 
and esteemed Professors. They were the pioneers who helped 
to lay truly and well the educational foundations of the Univer- 
sity and to raise the degrees to a standard which secured universal 
recognition. The war periods took heavy toll of them, but they 
carried on without faltering or complaining. 
Be it said of them that they have left behind worthy torch 
bearers of their own training, who will keep burning brightly 
the light of the University. 
I take this opportunity, on behalf of the Senate, of tendering 
our grateful thanks to all members of the University staff for 
their cordial co-operation in carrying out the work of the 
University under difficult circumstances. 
University Finance 
University finance is a subject which gives us much concern. 
All Universities in Australia and overseas are in much the same 
position. Costs have risen sharply in almost 'every direction. 
The scattered nature of our departments adds greatly to running 
expenses. The problem of staff salaries is one of great import- 
ance. If the University is to attract and hold professors and 
lecturers of high attainments and outstanding qualifications, 
salaries and conditions must be adequate and just. Private 
benefactions are running low, and the public look more and 
more towards free education. Thus the University may have to 
approach the State for even greater financial assistance in the 
future. 
During the past year, apart altogether from capital expendi- 
ture, Government endowment and grants amounted to over 
£72,000. 
St. Lucia 
Up to 30th June, 1947, approximately £450,000 had been 
expended by the Government on University buildings at St. 
Lucia. It is the wish of the Senate to occupy those buildings 
as soon as possible. We have put in train inquiries as to the 
possibility of the full utilisation of space at St. Lucia by the 
transfer, from the beginning of the academic year 1949, of such 
sections as could with the most advantage be removed thereto, 
with due regard to transport and other considerations. Apart 
from the educational aspects, it is safe to assume that the public 
desires that these buildings be used for the purposes for which 
they were intended without undue delay. 
Work in Various Faculties 
Work in the various Faculties continues to grow in import- 
ance and the results are creditable to teachers and students alike. 
It is our objective steadily to improve the facilities made avail- 
able for the effective training of students. In this we have the 
hearty co-operation of all concerned. 
Growing Interest of Student Bodies in University Affairs 
The growing interest of Student bodies in University affairs 
is very pleasing. The University exists for the students, and 
they are encouraged to take an active part, not only in matters 
which pertain directly to social and sporting activities, but to 
interest themselves in the corporate life of the institution and to 
co-operate with the Senate and staff in all measures which tend 
to the advancement and welfare of the University. 
It is the desire of the Senate that the people of Queensland 
should take more interest in a liberal education for all. We are 
living in one of the most critical periods in the world's history. 
We realise that the passing of examinations to qualify for certain 
degrees does not of itself constitute a complete test of wisdom or 
knowledge, but it is certainly an excellent test of industry and 
individual application. Without industry and individual applica- 
tion the nation would perish. All the good things of life come 
from work well done. It is only in this way that abundance 
can be secured and the highest standards of living maintained 
and improved. 
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There is to -day a totalitarian trend 
where mass movements of all kinds aim to 
undermine personal responsibility. All 
forms of totalitarian dictatorships are 
noxious and should be resisted in order 
that personal freedom may be preserved. 
Looking down the corridors of history, one 
realises that, while tyrants change, tyranny 
remains. If freedom is destroyed it would 
matter little to us what the names of our 
tyrants were. 
I suggest also that the standard of 
public criticism is not as high as it ought 
to be. We should examine critically and 
think critically, but our criticism should 
be just and based on a desire to discover 
the truth. In order to be good citizens 
and live a full and useful life we must 
learn to distinguish between interested 
propaganda and facts. Much that passes 
as statements of fact is interested propa- 
ganda, circulated by people who have 
axes of their own to grind. Statements of 
opinion should be expressed as such and 
not put forward as basic truth. 
I sometimes think that there are too 
many " gimmes " and " urgers " in the 
community. The gimmes " are those 
who want something without effort on 
their part- something that they do not 
take the trouble to earn. More for less is 
their overriding demand. The " urgers," 
on the other hand, are the people who are 
very conscious of the duty of others 
towards them, but evade all responsibilities 
themselves. These two sections are behind 
a great deal of the clamour in public 
affairs. They join new movements of 
various kinds and demand a never-ending 
succession of miracles. 
I realise, however, that the great 
majority of people in this country are 
honest, sincere men and women. They 
take a pride in their country, in their 
work, and in their families. They desire 
to live in peace and amity with their 
fellow citizens and be good neighbours 
throughout the world. They have inherited 
the sound principles which founded the 
British Commonwealth, and have shown 
their capacity for every sacrifice necessary 
to keep the torch of human freedom 
burning brightly. It is to them we look 
for guidance and support in difficult 
perio& such as the present. I am con- 
fident we shall never look in vain. 
All wealth is good human character 
expressed in our daily lives and our future 
is secure while we have an abundance of 
this. 
I wish all University graduates and 
students every continued success in their 
varied activities. 
ESTIMATES FOR 1948 
1. The Finance Committee presents the 
following Budget as for the Academic 
Year 1948. 








Income .. £205,511 £227,256 £223,706 
Expenditure .. 239,905 235,595 294,789 
Deficit-Gen'I. 
Fund .. 34,394 8,339 71,083 
Deficit, b/f .. 9,446 9,446 - 
transfer from 
43,840 17,785 71,083 
Bequest Funds 
to cover deficit 
in Gen'l. Fund 20,929 17,785 21,338 
£22,911 - £49,745 
3. The actual income for 1947 in the 
General Fund exceeded the estimate by 
21,745 ; that amount, however, includes 
a sum of 06,000 received from the State 
Government ; that sum was not included 
in the draft budget because the Govern- 
ment had not then been approached for, 
and had not made available, an increased 
grant. If this sum of 016,000 be deducted 
from the estimated deficit of 02,911, it 
will be found that the actual estimated 
deficit on the transactions of the academic 
year 1947 was 0,911. The actual deficit 
was covered by a transfer from Bequest 
funds. 
4. (i) The estimated income for 1948 is 
045,044 ; the estimated expenditure is 
094,789 ; the estimated deficit is therefore 
',49,745. The Finance Committee proposes 
that the State Government should be 
requested to provide in the State Estimates 
for 1948-49 an amount sufficient to cover 
the deficit, such amount to be drawn upon 
by the University as and when required ; 
in effect, that the additional grant of 
03,000 " made available " as for 1947-48 
be increased to 049,745 as for 1948-49. 
(ii) Should the Government agree to the 
proposal, the total grant by the State 
towards the running expenses of the 
University would be 07,118 for the 
financial year ; such amount would be 
exclusive of provision for buildings and 
permanent equipment. 
5. University Income : 
Based upon the Finance Committee's 
estimates, University income as for the 
academic year 1948 will be derived from 






(i) State Government En- 
£ 0/0 
dowment and Grant 
(ii) Commonwealth Govern- 
ment (Reconstruction 
training - excluding 
97,118 32.94 
Fees) .. , 
(iii) From Fees .. 





Music and Public .. 
(v) From Private Bequests 
and from Miscel- 





6. University Expenditure : 
(i) Based upon the Finance Committee's 
estimates, the main items of expenditure 
as for the academic year 1948 are expected 







Salaries 176,833 59.98 
General Equipment .. 13,567 4.61 
Maintenance .. 12,936 4.39 
Examinations - Music and 
Public .. 21,384 7.25 
Miscellaneous 70,069 23.77 
(ii) University expenditure may be said 
to consist of two parts :- 
Controllable ; 
Uncontrollable. 
(iii) In 1948, for example, salaries -wages 
will absorb 59.98 of the total expenditure ; 
this expenditure may be said to be uncon- 
trollable so far as the Senate is concerned, 
once the appointments are made ; varia- 
tions in awards and other industrial 
determinations are also uncontrollable ; in 
illustration, an increase in the basic wage 
of 3/- per week for males and 2/- for 
females costs the University approxi- 
mately 0,500 per annum ; much of the 
balance of expenditure is also uncon- 
trollable under present-day conditions. 
(iv) The acid experience of the Finance 
Committee indicates that in respect of 
expenditure which is likely to pass into 
the category of the " Uncontrollable," 
there should be particularly close scrutiny 
at the source by the authorities concerned ; 
namely, before appointments are recom- 
mended and approved ; before equipment 
is requisitioned, authorised, and ordered ; 
the principle applies in other directions. 
For instance, an item to which special 
attention might be drawn is that of the 
indiscriminate advertising of vacant posi- 
tions. Such advertising cost 0,299 in 
1947, and much of this expenditure was 
quite futile. Financial exigency demands 
that discretion he exercised in the matter 
of advertising. 
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7. Particulars as to Enrolments : 
(i) The following are particulars as to 
enrolments for 1948 ; for comparison pur- 
poses, the particulars as for 1947 are also 
furnished :- 












in 1948 529 
(ii) A dissection (as at 1st April) of 
enrolments for 1948 discloses :- 
Division Day Evening External Total 












(iii) The dissection also discloses that of 
4,340 enrolments in 1948, reconstruction 
trainees number 1,714. The financial 
arrangements with the Commonwealth in 
respect of these trainees are :- 
(a) Payment of fees by the Common- 
wealth ; 
(b) Payment of a subsidy based on a 
" Cost per Student basis " with a 
minimum payment of for each 
O. received in lecture and exami- 
nation fees for each full-time 
student and for each £1 received 
on behalf of each part-time 
student. 
(iv) Reconstruction training is now 
regarded as nearing the peak ; soon it 
may begin to taper off and the tapering -off 
may be rapid once it begins ; correspond- 
ingly, Commonwealth payments for recon- 
struction trainees will taper off. 
(v) The position is causing the Finance 
Committee uneasiness ; it seems to call for 
consideration. The influence may be felt in 
staffing, accommodation, equipment, 
library material, miscellaneDus expendi- 
ture ; but the circumstances obtaining in 
respect of this University will apply 
generally to all the established Australian 
Universities. The Finance Committee feels 
that the subject is one which the Senate 
might think of sufficient importance to 
take up with the State Government at an 
appropriate time. 
8. In preliminary discussions on the 
draft estimates the Committee recognised 
that in the way of finance the position 
would be exceedingly difficult as for the' 
academic year 1948. Heads of all depart- 
ments, administrative and academic, were 
therefore requested to furnish their 
estimates as for 1948 strictly on the basis 
of economy, essentiality, and efficiency. 
The response was gratifyingly helpful and 
greatly reduced the perplexities of the 
Finance Committee. That help is cheer- 
fully acknowledged. 
9. (i) Education is a Social Service of 
highest importance ; a University is 
essential in a National Education system ; 
a National Education system is financed 
mainly from Revenue derived from com- 
munity sources ; Queensland community 
consensus is that its University, whilst 
being an efficient and requirement -serving 
institution, should also be a low -fee 
University. 
(ii) It therefore seems to be a safe 
conclusion that the community, out of 
revenue derived from it, would not 
begrudge, as for the financial year 1948-49, 
the sum of £97,118 being allocated for the 
carrying -on, management and control of 
its University, particularly so in view of 
all-round soaring costs. 
THE EXTERNAL STUDENT'S 
LIBRARY 
The long awaited circulating library of 
reference books, for the use of External 
Students, commenced operations on 1st 
May of this year. The experience of the 
first two months of the Library's existence 
revealed no working difficulties which 
could not be overcome. The following 
figures were compiled on 1st July : 
Number of books in the Library .. 630 
Number of individual titles .. 403 
Number of books in use during 
period 1st May to 30th June .. 100 
Number of books received by 
students during that period .. 187 
This is a modest beginning, but when 
the various limiting circumstances are 
taken into account it is nevertheless quite 
a successful one. Of these limiting factors, 
the most important is the shortage of 
books. Any books which were at all suit- 
able have had to be obtained from a 
variety of sources, usually in ones and 
twos, and this has made impossible the 
building up of the Library according to 
any set plan. 
The ideal arrangement would probably 
be to purchase a limited number of titles, 
but with sufficient duplication to ensure 
that all students would have a reasonable 
opportunity of borrowing each one which 
related to their subjects. The duplication 
necessary would vary with the subjects, 
but in some, such as Philosophy and 
English, at least twenty copies of each 
title would be needed. However, the 
realization of such a plan at present is not 
possible. When suitable reference books 
are available it is not often that more than 
one or two copies can be obtained ; and 
when plentiful supplies of a particular book 
are offering the quality is usually such 
that the purchase of a large number is not 
justified. 
Thus the book shortage has resulted in 
the Library building up a fairly wide 
range of books some of them not 
altogether suitable-but without the 
necessary duplication, and this in turn 
has meant that the student has been left 
to rely on his own initiative in using the 
Library. It is obvious that where only 
one copy of a book is available the lecturer 
who recommends it to be read by two 
hundred odd students may cause only 
confusion. As External Students become 
more accustomed to the idea of a reference 
library they will no doubt make greater 
use of it, but at this early stage their, 
response may be regarded as fully confirm- 
ing the value of such a library. 
Financially, the Library has got off to a 
good start, largely attributable to the 
generosity of the University Students' 
Union. An appeal for books at the end 
of 1947 resulted in the donation of some 
four hundred books and about £90 in cash, 
the latter including a donation of £50 
from the Union. This initial donation 
from the students has since been followed 
by *a further contribution of approximately 
£260, a truly excellent example of the 
generosity of Internal Students towards 
helping those who are rather less fortu- 
nately placed than themselves. The 
University has supplemented these dona- 
tions with a grant of £300 for the current 
year, so that, if the problem of procuring 
suitable books can be overcome, the 
Library should begin 1949 with a very 
respectable and worth -while collection. 
This Library was for many years the 
cherished dream of the late Thomas 
Thatcher, Director of External Studies 
from 1938 until his death this year, and 
it is a happy fact that he lived long enough 
to be sure that his dream had become an 
established fact. It is now hoped that the 
Library will become a permanent memorial 
to his memory and will bear his name. 
For this reason, and because there are 
undoubtedly very many persons who are 
deeply appreciative of Thomas Thatcher's 
devoted service to the University and the 
community, the appeal for books will 
remain open. Almost certainly there are 
on the bookshelves of former students 
many books to which they seldom refer 
but which would be of very real value to 
present and future External Students. If 
some of these' could be made available it 
would help perpetuate the memory of a 
very fine man and, at the same time 
advance the cause to which he devoted 
much of his life-the spread of education 
through a wide section of the community.' 
Donations should be sent to the Depart- 
ment of External Studies at the University 
and will be acknowledged by a suitable 
inscription in the books themselves. 
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HENRY ALCOCK 
Born at Bath, England, October 14, 1886 
Died at Brisbane, Queensland, April 26, 1948 
Henry Alcock was born on October 14, 
1886, in Bath, a town -rich with ancient 
memories of Briton and Roman, Saxon and 
Norman, and with the more modern 
glories of the eighteenth century, when 
Beau Nash, as King of Bath, ruled fashion- 
able England with an iron hand. The 
nine years that Henry Alcock spent at the 
historic King Edward VI's school did 
much to help the development of the 
interest already awakened by the wealth 
of historical material by which he was 
surrounded, and during his schooling he 
was carrying out independent research for 
himself. Some of the results of these 
investigations urged on him by his 
naturally enquiring mind are still to be 
found in recent books concerning the 
history of Bath. His interests were not 
restricted to the town : on his bicycle he 
toured the countryside to investigate for 
himself the actual scenes of events of which 
he had read or which had been the subject 
of his lessons. He was never content to 
accept the opinions of others : he had to 
see for himself. On one of these trips he 
discovered for himself a sunken road which 
had affected the course of the battle of 
Lansdown and which explained to him 
much of the strategy of that struggle 
which he had previously not understood. 
Even in his later years he could recall the 
pleasure which this had given to him in 
his schoolboy days. This study of history 
both in books and in the field bore fruit 
in 1904, when on the results of the Oxford 
Senior Local Examination he won three 
Exhibitions-the Dyke Exhibition, an 
Edmund White Exhibition granted by the 
Governors of King Edward VI's School, 
and an Open, History Exhibition at 
Magdalen. 
At Oxford he was fortunate, in his first 
tutor, C. R. L. Fletcher, who employed 
him as private secretary to investigate 
numerous historical facts relative to 
Volumes II. and III. of Fletcher's " Intro- 
ductory History of England." His work 
was so successful that Fletcher urged him 
to devote himself to a life of research, but 
even then he had set his mind on becoming 
a teacher. Fletcher's place as tutor was 
later taken by C. Grant Robertson. Henry 
Alcock made a special study of Mediaeval 
Land Tenures and his terminal papers in 
this were read by H. W. C. Davis. In 
economics his tutor was G. H. Wakeling, 
and some assistance was given by H. A. L. 
Fisher. In 1907 he won honourable 
mention from the adjudicators of the 
Stanhope Memorial Prize, even 'though his 
essay on " The Privy Council under the 
Tudors " had to be submitted, because of 
illness, in an incomplete form. In 1908 
he graduated with First Class Honows in 
Modern History. With the thoroughness 
typical of him he prefaced a tour of France 
and Germany with six months of intensive 
study in the language of that latter 
country ; French he already knew. In 1911 
he proceeded to his Master's Degree. 
Henry Alcock set himself a high standard 
of correctness and meticulous attention to 
detail, and it is not surprising that the 
President of Magdalen, Dr. T. H. Warren, 
described him as " one of the most regular 
and exemplary students we ever had." 
This industry and application, the hall- 
mark of the accurate scholar, were to 
remain characteristic of him throughout 
his life. 
In 1910 he was appointed to the staff of 
Tettenhall College, Staffordshire, and after 
one year there went to Kendal Grammar 
School, Westmoreland, where he stayed 
for two years. It was typical of him that 
he experimented both with methods and 
with courses. It was perhaps in unconscious 
anticipation of his future life in Queens- 
land that he was to give colonial history 
a far more prominent place in the work of 
his classes than was usual at the time in 
English schools. But the years he was to 
spend outside the walls of a University 
were to be few. 
In 1913 he was appointed as Lecturer 
in History and Economics in the Univer- 
sity of Queensland, which had been 
established in 1910, with lecturing begin- 
ning in 1911. One of his first duties was 
the reorganization and expansion of the 
courses : he gave far greater importance 
to colonial history, and he introduced 
political science. Within three years of his 
arrival, the history school of the University 
of Queensland was offering a course which 
covered the whole field of the Honour 
School of Modern History at Oxford. It 
was inevitable that Henry Alcock's interest 
in research would have to be sacrificed or 
at least subordinated to the administrative 
and teaching demands of his department, 
but 'he was able to carry out, at consider- 
able sacrifice to himself, research into local 
history. With the growth of the Univer- 
sity, lecturers were appointed to assist 
him, and when the McCaughey Bequest 
made a chair in history possible, Henry 
Alcock became, in 1922, the first 
McCaughey Professor of History and 
Economics in the University of Queens- 
land. 
All those students who did an Honours 
course with Henry Alcock will agree that 
although the content of any one particular 
lecture may have faded, the recollection of 
how provocative and stimulating he was 
still remains. History to him was of one 
piece : he was deeply imbued with the 
sense of the continuity of history, so that 
it seemed quite fitting and logical to him 
that a lecture on mediaeval political 
thought should begin with the discussion 
of an item taken from the news published 
that morning. More than any other 
lecturer I know, he had the gift of stirring 
the mind of the students and assisting 
their comprehension of some difficult 
period of history by striking analogies with 
some recent event touching the lives of 
those same students. Hence when the 
little man in the old gown drew from 
his inner pocket a bulging pocket book, 
his class tingled with anticipation. He 
delighted in keen discussion and was 
never happier than in front of a class 
which was willing to meet him on his own 
ground; deeply interested in his subject, 
he revealed increasing animation as the 
discussion reached the core of the problem. 
Rising to his feet, he walked round the 
room at an increasing pace, paralleled 
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by the increasing rapidity of his speech. 
The climax reached and passed, his eyes 
twinkled, and the whole was neatly 
rounded off by a most apposite shaft of 
wit, not one saved for the occasion from 
year to year, but springing to his agile 
mind to meet the need of the moment. 
With honour groups he was at his best, 
for discussion could reach a much higher 
level. It followed as a matter of course 
that he did not seek to influence students 
to adopt one particular theory of history 
or of political science : his aim was to 
teach them to form independent judg- 
ments based on sound criteria. If he had 
a fault, it was that he was sometimes too 
kind : he could never bring himself to tell 
a student in plain blunt words that a 
course was beyond that student's abilities. 
Great as a teacher, he was equally great 
as an administrator. He was Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts from 1923 to 1928. But 
within a short time of his arrival in 
Queensland he had seen the necessity for 
a closer connection between the University 
and the world of business. In 1922 he was 
successful in initiating a course leading to 
a Diploma in Commercial Studies, and the 
new course was so successful that in 1926 
the Joint Board of Commercial Studies 
became the Faculty of Commerce, with 
Henry Alcock as its Dean, a position 
which he retained until his death, except 
for the years 1932 to 1937, when he was 
President of the Professorial Board. He 
was a member of the Senate from 1929 to 
1944, and from 1938 to 1944 Chairman of 
the Library Committee of the Senate. 
As a Master of Arts of Oxford University, 
he was admitted ad eundem gradum in 
the University of Queensland, and from 
that time he took a very considerable part 
in the work of the Council of the Univer- 
sity of Queensland, being for years a 
member of the Standing Committee of the 
Council. His services to the University did 
not end with his official duties ; his advice 
was frequently sought in other matters, 
and he was counsellor, guide, and friend to 
many of his staff associates. In informal 
groups he was always welcomed, for never 
would the well of entertaining conversa- 
tion run dry in ins presence. Few indeed 
are those members of the staff who did not 
experience a sense of personal loss when 
he died. 
An ordinary man might have been 
satisfied with these activities, but Henry 
Alcock's vitality was amazing. He felt 
that the University was but one corner of 
his field, and he refused to be confined 
completely within its walls. He wanted 
to reach out to the whole community. 
He seized on the Workers' Educational 
Association as a means to his end. Sparing 
neither trouble nor expense he visited the 
north of Queensland to work on behalf of 
that association, and in the years 1915 
and 1916 was largely responsible for 
complete reorganization. As would be 
expected, he found time to lecture for 
the W.E.A. on subjects in his field. He 
acted in an honorary capacity as secretary 
of the University Committee of Manage- 
ment for Tutorial Classes until a paid 
director was appointed on a full-time basis. 
During the First World 'War he spent 
much time on newspaper articles for the 
University War Committee. Public and 
commercial societies always found him 
willing to deliver lectures on matters of 
topical or permanent interest, and to this 
can be attributed much of the success of 
the Faculty of Commerce. The coming of 
broadcasting gave him an extended field 
in which to work and, from the first 
establishment of the Queensland Branch 
of the Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission, Henry Alcock considerably 
influenced the choice of both topics and 
speakers. In 1932 he became the first 
Chairman of the Queensland Educational 
Broadcasting Committee, which became 
the Queensland Talks Advisory Committee 
in 1934. He was also a member of the 
Federal Talks Advisory Committee and 
the General Advisory Committee of the 
A.B.C. A Fellow of the Australian National 
Research Council, he was the Queensland 
representative of that body on the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research. 
He was also a member of the Committee 
for Research in the Social Sciences, a 
committee of the Australian Council for 
Educational Research. 
It would not have been possible for 
Henry Alcock to neglect any possibility of 
historical research. He was closely identi- 
fied with the Historical Society of Queens- 
land, in which he was in turn Council 
member, Vice -President, and President, 
and he had much to do with the installation 
of the Society in its permanent home at 
Newstead House, home of the first Govern- 
ment Resident for the Moreton Bay 
District. In 1924 he had much to do with 
the organization of the celebrations of the 
centenary of John Oxley's arrival in 
Moreton Bay and the establishment of 
Brisbane. After the celebrations were over 
he was successful, against considerable 
public opposition, in using the residue of 
the funds collected for the centenary to 
establish the John Oxley Memorial Library 
for the collection and preservation of the 
treasures of Queensland history, literature 
and art. One of his regrets was that no 
opportunity existed at the University for 
post graduate studies, but he endeavoured 
to make the Degree of Master of Arts not 
an end in itself, but a means to the 
foundation of a school of local historians. 
In the field of Social Science he worked 
hard for a greater correlation of public 
and private bodies, and as a result of his 
work the Council for Social Agencies was 
established in 1937, with himself as Presi- 
dent. Only a few months before his death 
he wished to- retire from the position, but 
the Council persuaded him to accept the 
post once more so that his counsel might 
not be lost. 
Henry Alcock gained his inspiration 
from the past. It was only natural that he 
should have the highest respect for ancient 
tradition, and so it is most fitting that, 
though settled in a country far from the 
rich nursery of his youth, he should 
have been married in the old St. Mary's 
Church at Kangaroo Point, perhaps the 
richest in tradition of all the churches of 
Brisbane. So also it was from St. Mary's 
that his funeral proceeded. But he was no 
mere antiquarian : the traditions of the 
past would decide the present and the 
future, and so he lies buried in the 
Toowong Cemetery on the slope of a hill 
overlooking the new University at St. 
Lucia, for which he had planned so much 
and in which he would never lecture. 
-A.A.M. 
VISIT OF 
PROFESSOR GRIFFITH TAYLOR 
Professor Griffith Taylor, head of the 
Department of Geography of the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, who has the unique 
distinction of having been the first Pro- 
fessor of Geography both in Australia and 
in Canada, recently visited Australia at 
the invitation of the Council of the National 
University, Canberra, and delivered a 
number of lectures at each of the capital 
cities. 
While in Brisbane, Professor Taylor gave 
two public lectures entitled " Geopacifics 
-Geography and World Peace " and 
" The Geography of the Pacific " on the 
evenings of 4th June and 7th June respec- 
tively. He also delivered two intramural 
lectures on " Canada and Australia " and 
" Town and City Geography " on 8th and 
9th June. 
In addition to these more formal lectures 
Professor Taylor gave a lunch hour address 
to members of the Wider Education 
Society of the Medical School on "Russia," 
and also had an informal talk with a 
group of lecturers from the departments of 
History and Geology. 
Everywhere his enthusiastic and frankly 
provocative style had a most stimulating 
effect and his lecture tour may well lead 
to important results in the teaching of 
geography in this State. 
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THOMAS THATCHER 
Born at Laidley. Creek West, Queensland, November 13, 1886 
Died at Sydney, New South WaleS, May 23, 1948 
With Thomas Thatcher's recent death 
our University lost more than a devoted 
member of its staff. Not only had he been 
as a student connected with it from the 
day of its opening, thirty-six years ago, 
but his earlier experiences went back 
beyond, and ,he still preserved much of a 
pioneering spirit which has almost vanished 
from Australia. Those who had dealings 
with him quickly realised a deeper back- 
ground than can be gathered from books 
and lectures. He was born at Laidley in 
1886, the son of a Methodist minister, and 
his early home life and his school years 
did, as with all of us, give a permanent 
mould to his outlook, which widened but 
did not change. Kitchener was recovering 
the Sudan from the Mandi when he 
finished his primary course at the old. 
Brisbane Central School, which he and 
many others years later saw with some 
regret disappear to make room for more 
stately buildings. He ranked first at a 
scholarship examination held in the midst 
of the South African War, and entered the 
Brisbane Grammar School in the year 
preceding the inauguration of the Aus- 
tralian Commonwealth. These were times 
when the British Empire and its ideals 
dominated world politics, and this was an 
inspiration always living in his mind. He 
left the Grammar School with the Lilley 
silver medal. Circumstances did not 
permit his taking advantage of his success 
at the Matriculation examination for the 
Sydney University, but obstacles never 
daunted him. He joined the Education 
Department and began' his career at 
Charters Towers, then in the twilight of 
its gold mining glory. On the passing of 
the Act which established the University, 
he resigned and, while waiting for its 
opening, went farming in the district 
where he had been born. Others, like 
him, had been waiting for the day, and 
our young, fresh, enthusiastic professors, 
Gibson, Steele, Priestley and Michie had, 
attending their first lectures, many a 
student as old as themselves and with 
an experience of life which gave deeper 
meaning to their academic learning, an 
atmosphere of which Thatcher lived long 
enough to catch now and then a faint 
breath when returned men, his eldest son 
one of- them, came back, to us from the 
Second World War. 
Thatcher had not had time to win his 
degree when the 1914-18 war broke out. 
His health prevented his joining the fight- 
ing forces but, in 1915, a new Governor, 
Sir Hamilton Gould -Adams, gave him a 
new opportunity to widen his horizon by 
choosing him for private secretary, and 
suggested that, after graduating, he might 
join the Indian Civil Service. The tragic 
disappearance of Sir Hamilton with the 
ship which was taking him back to England 
compelled Thatcher to give up this plan, 
but he never lost a keen interest iii Indian 
affairs. It was during his secretaryship 
that Thatcher did his University course in 
the evenings, and took his B.A. in 1917 
with First Clasg Honours in Philosophy. 
In 1920 he married another of our 
earliest Honours graduates and founded 
one of what we might call our University 
families. Already three of his six children 
have attended our courses. Such families 
are a sign that Queensland is building up 
those traditions without which a country 
would be little more than a geographical 
entity, a very artificial one at that. 
For a while Thatcher worked on 
the staff of the " Daily Mail," whose 
later ama'gamation with the " Brisbane 
Courier " gave birth to the - Courier - 
Mail." Not long after a number of 
cultured people, including many returned 
soldiers, were persuaded to settle as fruit 
growers in the Stanthorpe District, largely 
on account.of its healthy climate. Thatcher 
was one of them, and Hector Dinning, a 
journalist and one of our earliest graduates, 
was another. When the Government 
started the Committee of Direction of 
Fruit Marketing, the growers split in 
two camps, some for, some against, each 
finding leaders, the Socialists in Dinning, 
the Individualists in Thatcher. In 1927 
the latter was electid to the Shire Council 
and made chairman of the Finance 
Committee. 
He thus became associated with the 
Country Party. The depression years had 
come, and at the 1929 election Thatcher 
was persuaded to give up his " Glen 
Aplin " vineyard for a farmlet close to 
Brisbane, and to stand for the Brisbane 
seat. It was a hectic battle, in which 
Thatcher gained the hearty support of 
wharf labourers. He failed to win by 
twenty votes only. 
Labour went out of office. Sizer, who 
became Labour Minister, chose Thatcher 
for his private secretary, and in this 
capacity he won from active unionists 
who had to interview him a regard which 
lasted through his life. At the next elec- 
tion his party chose him to stand for 
Paddington. Thatcher was defeated and, 
after twenty years' absence, returned to 
school teaching. 
He was on the staff of the Toowoomba 
Technical College when, on Mr. T. E. 
Jones's retirement, he was appointed our 
Director of External Studies. No better 
choice could have been made. He had 
more than the academic qualifications ; 
he had a sympathy born from personal 
acquaintance with people in the country 
and a lively realisation of the need, in the 
public interest, for removing as many as 
can be of the disabilities which make 
country life unpopular with Australians. 
His varied life experiences fitted him too 
for additional and arduous duties, such as 
that of Secretary to the University 
Appointments Board. 
For years he had been meditating a 
thesis on Hume which he never found 
time to write, but which was for ever in 
his mind. Even during the last weeks 
he spent at the University, well knowing 
how little chance he had of recovering 
from the disease and the acute suffering he 
had to endure, he could still discuss Hurne's 
life and works, and gave an example of 
fortitude which those acquainted with him 
will long remember.-C.S. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
PROFESSOR H. ALCOCK 
Rev. A. C. Stevenson, M.A., St. Mary's, 
Kangaroo Point. 
Before we take his mortal remains to 
their last resting place, I am sure you 
would have me pay due if wholly 
inadequate tribute to one whom most of 
us regard as one of the really great men 
of our State. 
Not renowned, perhaps, as the world 
understands renown ; not sung or honoured 
in the popular manner ; small, and almost 
inconspicuous in assemblies of men, yet I 
am sure that all who knew him, and 
especially those most competent to judge, 
would agree that Henry Alcock was indeed 
one of this State's significant figures. 
The externals of him were no criterion, 
of course ; almost they were an antithesis 
of his intrinsic capacity and worth. But 
there is no question that his was an extra- 
ordinarily great mind and equally great 
spirit. 
I never knew him intimately, or in his 
hey -day ; but I saw enough of the man, 
and had glimpses of his amazing mind and 
spirit to rouse more than my mere respect 
and esteem. Those words are too hackneyed 
ever fully to explain one's true regard. 
And perhaps none of us can fully estimate 
let alone express exactly what we feel 
about him. His essential quality was 
beyond the capacity of mere words to 
describe. But those of us who were 
privileged to know him, either as colleague, 
friend, or mentor, each of us is well aware 
of the debt owed to an able and lovable 
soul-one whom we and the community 
will miss more than can easily be said. 
I can speak only as a student of his.; and 
no doubt there are many minds and 
tongues that could more adequately 
express all that he was and meant to this 
State ; but even in my own small way I 
feel myself to be voicing the thoughts of 
many when I say that Henry Alcock Was 
a man above the ordinary. He possessed 
qualities of heart and mind which, no 
matter what the age or place, make a man 
tower above his fellows. Such things came 
not of mere learning or knowledge- 
though in his own and kindred spheres he 
had scarcely a peer. There was something 
more-that all too rare and precious gift 
of too few, unfortunately, in this genera- 
tion-true and abiding wisdom. For he 
was wise, as well as alive to more than the 
mere surface of life and living. He under- 
stood the great issues involved in men's 
affairs. Nor were his ideas and suggestions 
purely academic. He had that outlook on 
life and penetrative insight which bespeak 
intimate understanding of the realities of 
life and living. And what he advised, and 
the manner of his advising, brooked little 
or no rejoinder. 
On other admirable qualities I could 
dilate at length. His outlook was sane, 
his judgment sound, and the salt of his 
wit gave his judgment savour. His wit 
was ready and sparkling, and it could -be 
caustic a t times. But he was always 
tolerant-except with the second-rate. 
Satisfied himself with no less than the 
highest standards in life and learning, he 
demanded the same effort of others. 
Ignorance he could forgive ; but prejudice, 
shallow thinking, and the fool, never. 
You were given the capacity to think and 
to understand, he would say ; cultivate the 
art. Do not be a prey to blind or hasty 
partisanship. That is the cardinal intel- 
lectual sin. Think, or be damned, as you 
will deserve to be. And the second-rate in 
thinking, as in the wider life, he met with 
withering scorn. But it was all done of a 
purpose a high purpose so that those who 
would learn of him would prize as well as 
profit by the broader outlook as well as the 
message that true learning inevitably 
brings. One was conscious always that 
the very greatness of the man was trying 
to fit its mantle upon oneself. 
But it is not on these and such splendid 
qualities that I would now have you 
dwell. One othcr memory, which to me 
was the crowning splendour of this man, 
was his deathless courage. For if ever 
mind and spirit triumphed over matter, his 
did ; if ever death sought to claim a man, 
Henry Alcock should have died years ago. 
But in the words of a colleague, he refused 
to die. He had too much to do ; there was 
so much needed doing ; and he held death 
at bay. 
Those of us who knew him saw what an 
indomitable will and sense of high purpose 
could do. Each day, it seemed, must be 
his last. Lecture by lecture he would come 
in, and Death was his companion. Surely 
this was the end, we would think. But it 
was not and he struggled on and through, 
and could even smile amid the most 
evident pain and distress. And then it was 
that his amazing mind and spirit would 
take hold of him-and of us-and we all 
breathed and lived again in a new entranc- 
ing world of wide and almost limitless 
horizons, as he made history live, and 
politics become almost a thing of beauty. 
And as such I will always remember him. 
A small body, but a mighty spirit, gallant, 
courteous, almost other -worldly in essence ; 
a human temple wherein majestic great- 
ness dwelt. A great scholar ; but more-a 
kindly and gentle soul almost too ethereal 
to seem at home amid the burly burly of 
the so many crudities to be found in this 
life ; and his passing from us is a loss 
inestimable. Yet of some things I feel 
certain to -day. To you who mourn his 
loss, only our God can comfort you in all 
your loneliness and desolation ; and I know 
He will. But amid all your sorrow, you 
have cause for a great pride. For your 
man has been no mere small mortal. His 
greatness is akin to that of the Immortals ; 
and I am sure that in the Portals of 
Paradise to -day his coming there has been 
an event of no little consequence. He will 
be accepted by the Great as a peer. 
Finally, as he is now, I am sure, experi- 
encing the joy that awaits the noble soul 
as it passes through the Veil so there, we 
can be content to leave him --thanking 
God for his life and work, and having 
every reason to believe that a soul like 
his will receive its just reward, and have it 
enriched by the sound of those precious 
words "Well done, good servant," as 
the matchless glory of the Beatific Vision 
unfolds before him. 
THE UNIVERSITY IN THE 
SERVICE OF AGRICULTURE 
Address to the Council of Agriculture at 
Brisbane by Professor L. J. H. TEAKLE 
1. Should the University teach Agri- 
cultural Science ? 
The University is an institution which 
has its origin in the ancient seats of learn- 
ing in India, Greece,Persia, and Alexandria. 
With the decay of the civilisations in 
these countries interest and vitality in 
learning waned and during the last 800 
years the scene has shifted to western 
Europe. The modern University has 
developed from the communities of learned 
men and student disciples, particularly in 
Italy, France and Great Britain, famous 
centres being Paris (theology), Bologna 
(law) and Salerno (medicine). The work 
in these communities covered the whole 
range of human knowledge-religion, meet- 
ing the spiritual needs of man ; medicine, 
the maintenance of bodily health ; law, 
the art of living together in community 
life. At first these institutions were 
sponsored - often dominated - by the 
church. But they developed into self- 
governing bodies and by the end of the 
thirteenth century some twenty had 
received charters as Universities from 
Royalty, the Papacy or Civic Authorities. 
This patronage was attracted by the very 
practical, every -day objective of the 
course of studies offered. 
The Renaissance of the fifteenth century 
brought a change in the University out- 
look. It was a revitalising force with the 
conception of education as a preparation 
for a life devoted to knowledge and refine- 
ment. But in time education lapsed into a 
state which may be briefly described as 
cultural erudition. This persisted in many 
Universities until the twentieth century. 
They were conservative and looked with 
suspicion on the new-fangled science con- 
ceived about 1400 and given birth to a 
couple of centuries later to grow into a 
massive world force. In fact, I believe the 
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first Science Department in Great Britain 
was organised in the University of Edin- 
burgh in 1713. The promotion of science 
was left largely to the famous Royal 
Society of London and similar bodies. 
With the great multiplication of institu- 
tions and unparalleled growth of univer- 
sity education during the last century, 
more and more attention has been given to 
material problems. Even Oxford and 
Cambridge, steeped in the tradition of 
cultured erudition, reluctantly but success- 
fully established schools of agriculture 
early in this century. I see every reason 
for the University to endeavour to meet 
community needs in its sphere and feel 
that it can do much in promoting the 
building of a sound agricultural tradition 
and practice in Queensland. 
2. The Queensland Faculty of Agri - 
culture. 
The Faculty of Agriculture in the 
University of Queensland accepted students 
in 1927. Since then about 70 men have 
graduated. I know of two who have 
become farmers ; some have entered 
private businesses ; most have joined 
Commonwealth or State services as 
scientists and have done much for Queens- 
land and Australian agriculture. The 
early demand was for Plant Pathologists 
and Entomologists to meet the challenge 
of diseases and pests, which were playing 
havoc with our crops, and to apply the 
principle of biological control. The 
scientific team can point to great achieve- 
ments- prickly pear elimination, blowfly 
control, rust -resistant wheat, jassid resist- 
ant cotton. In fact, few agricultural indus- 
tries have not received benefit from the 
application of science. This work must 
continue, but the need has broadened 
tremendously as pioneer practices have 
led to soil erosion and fertility deteriora- 
tion; new varieties of crops are required to 
suit local conditions; soil moisture problems 
under dry farming and irrigation are 
crying out for solution; and the need for 
the analysis of the economics of rural 
practices arises. Farmers need scientific 
advice as one means of enabling them to 
improve farming practice and efficiency 
and to meet the competition for world 
markets for their crops and local markets 
for their labour. 
Following the war period students have 
recognised the challenge and the Faculty 
of Agriculture is attracting greatly in- 
creased numbers : there are now twenty- 
two in first year, eleven in second year, 
nine in third year, and six are expected to 
complete the course in 1948. In addition, 
five graduates are studying for Honours 
degrees. The spirit among the students is 
good. I am sure that as agricultural 
scientists they will make a great,contribu- 
tion to Queensland agriculture in the 
future. 
3. The training of the students. 
The University training is essentially 
scientific. The students are grounded in 
the fundamental sciences of chemistry, 
physics, biology and geology, and receive 
advanced training in botany, chemistry, 
soil science, principles of agriculture and 
rural economics in Brisbane. They spend 
a year at the Gatton Agricultural College 
studying crop and horticultural practice, 
animal science and dairying and agri- 
cultural engineering. 
The practice of agriculture is not over- 
looked. In the long vacations all students 
are required to spend time on agricultural 
Research Stations or private farms to 
take part in handling crops, stock and 
machinery and seeing how a farm is run 
as a business. 
Of course, agriculture is so broad-and 
in Queensland we handle a greater variety 
of crops than any other State-that the 
students cannot become skilled in every 
aspect in the four years. But they do learn 
a great deal and, in particular, they are 
expected to develop the scientific outlook, 
an enthusiasm for agriculture and for the 
promotion of agricultural progress by 
removing or alleviating the difficulties 
wherever possible. 
4. What can farmers do ? 
It may well be asked " Just what can 
farmers do to assist in training agricultural 
scientists ? " It is easy to see the value 
of experience on Agricultural Research 
Stations working with senior agricultural 
scientists, but where does the farmer come 
in ? I feel that the farmer can play a 
very important part in demonstrating the 
operations on a farm and affording an 
opportunity for the student to engage in 
the work on a farm. He can explain his 
reasons for the various operations, for not 
using certain methods, why he prefers 
certain varieties or breeds, how he endea- 
vours to meet market requirements to 
secure most satisfactory returns for his 
products, and what problems prevent his 
attaining the maximum result he desires. 
By this means the student can learn 
something of the art of farming and to 
understand and appreciate the farmers' 
viewpoint and problems. He will appreci- 
ate that the scientist must co-operate 
with the farmer in studying avenues for 
agricultural progress and will learn how 
this co-operation may be established. It 
should break down the barrier that often 
exists between the farmer and the scientist. 
As a member of the Faculty of Agri- 
culture, Mr. Jones has felt some responsi- 
bility for promoting this aspect of the 
University training and has been instru- 
mental in arranging this occasion for me 
to explain to you what I think may be 
done. I want to explain that I am anxious 
to meet farmers or to be informed of 
farmers who are well enough established, 
have the accommodation and are willing 
to afford students a period of farming 
experience during the summer vacation. 
I may say that already, through Mr. 
Jamieson, I have been able to contact 
Mr. and Mrs. Conroy, of Acland, who last 
summer provided for two lady members of 
the Faculty. Also, Mr. Backhouse, of 
Clifton, and Mr. Groom, of Monto, have 
each taken a student for practical experi- 
ence. Recently, Mr. Jones introduced me 
to Mr. Tod, of Yandilla, who has expressed 
keen interest in the proposition. I hope 
he will be able to provide experience for 
one or two students next vacation. This 
is a good start, but I would like to know 
of thirty or forty farmers who would be 
willing to establish a panel to undertake 
this work for the University and so spread 
the responsibility. The Council of Agri- 
culture appears to offer the best avenue 
for making the approach. All members are 
appreciative of the agricultural industry 
in Queensland, are working for its better- 
ment, and know farmers who would be 
able and willing to assist. 
CONFERENCE OF HEADS OF 
MEN'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGES 
The first conference of Heads of Men's 
Residential Colleges affiliated to the Aus- 
tralian Universities was held at Trinity 
College, University of Melbourne, from 
Monday, 31st May, to Wednesday, 2nd 
June. Ten Heads of Colleges, representing 
all States of the Commonwealth, attended 
the meeting. 
In the absence through illness of the 
Vice -Chancellor of the University of 
Melbourne, the proceedings were opened 
by the Chairman of the Professorial Board, 
Professor G. W. Paton. 
Five sessions were held, at which 
matters of common interest were dis- 
cussed. It was felt that the value of the 
gathering, both as a conference and as a 
means of becoming acquainted with 
colleagues in other States, had been very 
great. It was also recognised that there 
were questions of policy and practice 
concerning which it would be desirable for 
all Heads of affiliated University Colleges 
to confer from time to time. It was 
therefore resolved to hold such a con- 
ference in Sydney in August, 1949. 
BENEFACTIONS 
Miss Freda Bage, M.Sc., has presented a 
valuable collection of biological books, 
specimens, microscope slides and a micro- 
scope to the Department of Biology. The 
books, which have been incorporated in 
the departmental library, include many 
standard textbooks of zoology. The slides 
include those made by Miss Bage during 
her post graduate work on Sphenodon, 
and are excellent specimens of the art of 
slide making. 
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